Special Guidance and Lectures for Adolescent Girls
NEWSLETTER | Tuesday, 18 August 2026 | Khandala, Maharashtra

T

A L

Officials from the Women and Child Development Department with students during the awareness session on the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

Overview

A special guidance and lecture session for adolescent girls was held on 18 August 2026 at the school
in Khandala. The programme was organised by the Protection Officer's Office, Khandala, under the
Women and Child Development Department, Government of Maharashtra. Officials interacted
directly with students in the classroom and spoke about the importance of education, personal safety,
and the legal rights that protect every girl in the country.

The session carried a clear message displayed on the banner: give priority to education, and say
no to child marriage.

Session at a Glance

Date Tuesday, 18 August 2026
Venue School classroom, Khandala
Organised by Protection Officer's Office, Khandala, Women and Child Development Department,

Government of Maharashtra
Audience Adolescent girls and students

Theme Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006: education first, no child marriage
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Key Topics Covered

e Child marriage and the law: the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 sets the minimum legal
age of marriage at 18 years for girls and 21 years for boys.

« Education as empowerment: staying in school opens the door to better careers, financial
independence, and confident decision-making.

« Health and well-being: girls were encouraged to understand the changes of adolescence,
maintain hygiene, eat nutritious food, and speak openly with a trusted adult.

« Safety and awareness: how to recognise unsafe situations and where to seek help.

« Dreams and aspirations: encouraging girls to set goals and pursue them with family support.

Why This Matters

Child marriage can interrupt a girl's schooling, affect her health, and limit her opportunities for life.
Awareness sessions like this one help students, and through them their families, understand that the
law protects children and that every girl has the right to learn, grow, and choose her own future.
When families and communities work together with schools and government departments, real
change becomes possible.

Key Messages for Students

» Education comes first. Every girl deserves the chance to complete her schooling.

« Marriage before the legal age is a crime under the law.

* You are not alone. Talk to a teacher, parent, or the authorities if you or a friend need help.

« Be informed, be confident, and encourage your friends to do the same.

Need help or want to report a case?

Childline: 1098 (free, 24x7 helpline for children)
Women Helpline: 181
Or contact the Protection Officer's Office, Khandala.

Our Thanks

We thank the officials of the Protection Officer's Office, Khandala, the teachers, and all the students
who took part with such attention and enthusiasm. Together, let us build a community where every
girl studies, grows, and shines.
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